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Introduction
Islamic Center of America
◦ Supporting health awareness 

programs in a private
community.



Examples:
Autism Awareness

Substance Abuse

Cancer

Mental Illness
◦ Alzheimer's Disease
◦ Senior Program



Awareness Programs



Where does research fit in?
It doesn’t necessarily “fit” in because:
Stigma/ people are ashamed to share their stories in a tight knit community 

Culturally private community

YET… there is definitely a need for more understanding…
Examples: ACCESS, SAFE, and some researchers at University of Michigan – Dearborn
MENA 



How to implement Policy and Research 
Projects

Burden or Blessings
Generational change 

Governments Role 
USA
State



Misconstrued relationship of Gov’t and 
Policy Research 

1. Strained relationship between the government and citizens
2. Security/Distrust 

People might think they are speaking to the government if they are 
engaging in policy research; generally, the community is “scared” of the 
government 

3. Undocumented persons

4. May know somebody undocumented 



Research and Community Partners
Language 
 know the language

Historical context of the Community 
 know the history

Health problems in the Community 
Health insurance and access to health facility

Working to together



How to Build Trust
◦ Community 
◦ Policy
◦ Research
◦ Researchers



Informational Campaigns 
Q u e s t i o n s ?
Who am I 
Why am I hear 
Build Repour 
Equity



Advocacy Goals 
Examples: 
Resources, Training  and Information
Alzheimer's basic information translated into Arabic so people in the community can 

understand
Health learning events
Public documents in dual languages  Arabic 
Medicaid 2020

Community has access to the recourses 
that other community has access too
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